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Sri Dasam Granth Sahib is the second sacred scripture of Sikhism after Guru Granth 
Sahib. This book gives a complete understanding of the history, compilation and 
relevance of Guru Gobind Singh’s compositions. In recent years many fallacies and 
misinterpretations have crept into the study and understanding of the scripture. 


The authors of this book, Gurinder Singh Mann and Kamalroop Singh have given 
elaborate answers to 50 questions posed on the Sikh scripture. They have considered 
manuscript and historical evidence to provide the readers with thoughtful insights on how 
the scripture should be perceived. 


This book features: 


*50 questions and 50 elaborate answers on the scripture. 
*Rare pictures of Sri Dasam Granth manuscripts. 

*The Akal Takh Sahib stance on the Guru’s bani. 

*The British views on the Sikh scripture. 

*The relevance of Sri Dasam Granth in modern society. 
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About the Authors 
Gurinder Singh Mann, MA 





The author is an independent researcher in the area of Sikh Studies. He started his 
research in the Dasam Granth in the late 90’s which was formulated in his dissertation, 
‘The role of the Dasam Granth in Khalsa’ (2001). This was part of his MA in South Asian 
religions at De-Montfort University. This is one of the first western works on the Sikh 
scripture other than C.H Loehlin (1957). 


Mann has given lectures internationally and throughout the UK. His ‘300 years of the 
Dasam Granth’ presentation was well received at the International seminar on the Sri 
Dasam Granth at Sacramento, California (2008). His lecture focused on the history, 
compilation and rare manuscripts of the Sri Dasam Granth. The author is a regular 
contributor to the Sikh Panthic magazine, Sant Sipahi published in Jalander, Punjab. He 
has written several articles on the Sri Dasam Granth that has been received warmly. His 
other articles have discussed the history of the Takht Patna Sahib as well issues 
regarding Sikh heritage. 


He has been cited in several publications and has worked with museum curators in 
Sikh exhibitions in the UK, as well as taking active interest in Sikh heritage and 
preservation issues. He is currently working on a series of books, which includes Sikh 
manuscripts, early English translations of Sikh works, as well as working with the co- 
author of this book on a comprehensive account of Sri Dasam Granth. 
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Kamalroop Singh, MPhil, PhD 





The author has an MPhil in Sikh studies from Birmingham University. He has completed 
his PhD on the textual history of the Sri Dasam Granth Sahib. This groundbreaking work 
examines previously unknown manuscripts and historical sources, showing how the Sri 
Dasam Granth was created and compiled. He has undertaken field-work locating some of 
the earliest recensions of the Sri Dasam Granth Sahib. 


Kamalroop Singh has given many lectures and seminars internationally and 
throughout the UK. Some of his recent lectures included a talk at Oxford University, “The 
liturgy and praxis of the Dasam Granth’, and ‘A discussion of the Scriptures of Guru 
Gobind Singh in relation to Sikh history and praxis’ at the Punjab Research Group (2008). 
He has also worked closely with museum curators in the area of Sikh manuscripts. The 
author is working on various projects, including a critical examination of the Sarabloh 
Granth. 


Since 1997, he takes annual leave to spend time researching in India. He has spent 
time with traditional orders like the Shromani Khalsa Panth Akali Buddha Dal Panjva 
Takht Chalda Vahir - commonly known as the Nihang Singhs. 
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4. What was the contribution made by the Guru’s Court poets? 


There were many poets in the Guru’s Darbar at both Paonta Sahib and Anandpur Sahib. 
Research suggests that this number was more than 52 and possibly over 125, as the rest 
of the poets were part-time visitors to the Court, whilst 52 stayed with the Guru on a 
permanent basis. The poets under instruction of the Guru translated many works and 
wrote translations including the Hitopedesha and various portions of the Mahabharat.' 
Each composition had the Kavi’s (poets) name written within the text or colophon, and 
they presented their compositions to the Guru on completion.” 


We find that the works of the poets share many similarities, as there are copies of 
manuscripts that still exist. Within their poetry we find the authors praising Guru 
Gobind Singh and this is a common feature of the Court-poetry of Ani Rai, Mangal Rai, 
Tahikan, Chand, Brind, Kuvresh, and Kankan. It is important to note that we do not find 
any praise in Dasam Granth to Guru Gobind Singh, which clearly suggests that the Guru 
was the writer of the compositions. Some poets also started their renditions praising the 
Gods and Goddesses, while the Guru praises Akal Purakh in the form of the Sword. For 
example the invocation to Sri Ganesh appears within the first few lines of some of the 
poet’s translations (see illustration 2). While the Guru writes: 


I do not invoke Ganesha in the beginning and I also do not meditate on Krishna 
and Vishnu; I have only heard about them and I do not recognize their authority; my 
consciousness is absorbed at the feet of the Supreme Akal Purakh. 


(Sri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib in 'Krishnavtar', p.732) 





2. The Adhiyatam Prakash by Kavi Sukhdev. 
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Kavi Sukhdev was a Court-poet of the Tenth Guru. We can see clearly in the invocation of 
Adhiyatam Prakash (The dawn of Spiritual knowledge) that there is an invocation of ‘Sri 
Ganesaya namah,’ 


In 18th century literature we find no references to any poet other than Guru Gobind 
Singh writing compositions in Dasam Granth. The Guru dictated his poetry to the 
scribes, which is clear from examining the first recension (birh) of Dasam Granth, the 
Anandpuri birh. He also wrote some portions of the major compositions in Dasam 
Granth in his own hand, like the Charitrapakhyan and Bachitra Natak. We have no 
pothi (book) from any poet of the Guru claiming to have written compositions of the 
Dasam Granth. If we look at this primary evidence there is positive indication that Guru 
Gobind Singh was the author of Dasam Granth. 


10. What are some of the popular Shabads recited from Dasam 
Granth? 


Popular compositions and shabads from the Dasam Granth are: 


Compositions 
Jaap Sahib 
Chandi di var 
Chaupai Sahib 
Svaiye 
Shabad Hazare 
Shabads 


Mitar pyare nu — Shabad Hazare 

Asi kirpan khando kharag — Shastar Nam Mala Puran 
Tilk janjo — Bachitra Natak 

Khagh khand bihandan — Bachitra Natak 

Kevalai kartar — Shabad Hazare 

Manas kijaat sabhai ike pachanabo — Akal Ustat 

Deh shiva bar mohi thai — Chandi Charitra 

Paingay jab tey tumarey — Chaubis Avatar 

Sagal duvar ko chad key — Chaubis Avatar 

Jori jeeve jug char dihari — Charitrapakhyan 


Jagat Jot Japai nis basar — Svaiye 
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8. The Bhai Mani Singh Dasam Granth, 1713 AD, 
Hanuman Road, New Delhi. 
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34. Does any 18th century source claim there was any controversy 
over the Dasam Granth? 


There is no such source. There is no evidence from any source referring to any controversy 
or debate on the Sikh scripture. There are various types of literature in Sikh history from 
the 18 century and these have been considered in the above questions. This includes 
the Rahitnama tradition, works in prose and the early manuscripts of Dasam Granth. 
Some pertinent books from the 17 and 18 century are Gur Sobha Granth, Sikhan di 
Bhagatmala, Mehma Prakash, Gurbilas Patshahi Dasvin, Gurbilas Patshah Chevin, 
Bansavlinama, Mukht Marag Granth, Guru Kian Saakhian and Prem Sumarag Granth. 
Then there are also the Rahitnamas which are related to the sayings of Guru Gobind 
Singh. There is not one line within these texts referring to any controversy on Dasam 
Granth, moreover the evidence for the creation, compilation, and status of Guru Gobind 
Singh’s bani is very much positive. These sources support the creation, compilation, and 
status of Guru Granth Sahib as well providing historical information on the Sikh religion. 
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